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some of the sections bearing on Coloured persons, which were ambiguous,
will now bear a construction unfavourable to them. The Government
had, under the present law, refused to issue licences in Johannesburg
and other cities. The readers of Indian Opinion may recall the case at
Roodepoort. Owing to the ambiguity [in the law] the Government
did not persist in its stand. If the draft Bill referred to above is passed,
it will prevent Indians not only from obtaining licences in mining
areas but also from residing in them. That is to say, in the mining
areas, Indians and other Coloured races can live only in the Locations.
There are other noteworthy sections in the Bill. I am sending a summary
for the English section.1 But the point most worthy of note is the one
I have mentioned. It will be necessary for the Indian community to
put up a stiff fight against this law. A journal in England has already
come out in our favour. But the opposition [to the law] will inspire
respect only when we do all that is required of us. The Indian community
will continue to be the target of such attacks. The more we fight back
the more shall we succeed and the stronger shall we become.
PERFECT JUSTICE
Some Kaffirs have bought land in their own names in Sophiatown
and settled there. The sites are situated within municipal limits.
According to the municipal regulations, no Kaffir can live outside the
Location without permission. These Kaffirs were prosecuted by the
municipality under the regulations. The Magistrate fined them. The
Kaffirs went in appeal, and won. The Supreme Court has held that
it is ultra vires of the municipality to frame a regulation for Kaffirs.2
In the course of his judgment, Justice Wessels condemned the action
of the municipality as tyrannical and stated that in a civilized country
vested rights ought not to be disturbed. It is a happy thought .that
the Supreme Court has always dispensed perfect justice, as it has on
this occasion.
REGISTRATION
Registration is going on. In Pretoria, Mr. Chamney had refused
to consider the objection raised by several Indians who were strongly
opposed to giving finger-prints. The question has now been settled.
The office at Pretoria will be kept open to enable these persons in
particular to register. . It will also open in Johannesburg for a short
1  Vide Appendix II.
2 In fact, one of the judges remarked that, while the law might be on the side
of the municipality, the equities were all on the side of the appellants. The Court, how-
ever, gave no ruling on this point and set aside the conviction on the ground that "the
resolution fixing the date was never promulgated by publication in the Gazette or in
any other way".
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